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showing that the visit of the three ladies and their arrest struck
the imagination of Bengal as the big sacrifice of Deshbandhu
Das had not. It could not be otherwise. For woman is sacrifice
personified. When she does a thing in the right spirit, she moves
mountains. We have misused our women. We have possibly
neglected them. But the spinning-wheel, thank God, is transform-
ing them. And when all the leaders and others who are in the good
books of the Government have been honoured with imprison-
ment, I have not the faintest doubt that the women of India will
finish the work left by men and they will do it far more graceful-
ly than men.

BABU BHAGWANDAS*

When Professor Kripalani and his pupils were arrested, I
said to friends, "How nice if Babu Bhagwandas is arrested. After
all the Professor does not belong to Banaras. But Babu Bhagwan-
das won't be." I did not then know that Babu Bhagwandas was
the author of the very cautious leaflet which Professor Kripalani was
hawking. The next day his son sent the joyful message2 that
Babuji was arrested and quite happy over the arrest. Babu Bhag-
wandas is a non-co-operator who has been always non-violent in
thought, word and deed. He is a Sanskrit scholar. He is a deeply
religious man. He is a zemindar. If Mrs. Besant3 was the crea-
tor of the Central Hindu College, Babu Bhagwandas was its
maker. His arrest, therefore, constitutes a sacrifice entirely pleasing
to God. And the holy city could not possibly offer any better sacri-
fice. Babu Bhagwandas, as the readers of newspapers are aware,
was trying to get the Congress to formulate a scheme for swaraj.
He has been labouring hard for it. He has sent me a long list of
suggestive questions which I have not been able to handle owing
to the recent developments. His one anxiety was to avoid vio-
lence. If his arrest does not betray an anxiety on the part of the
Government to invite violence, I do not know what can. Fortu-
nately, God often overrules man's plans and every event indicates
more and more certainly that He is overruling the plans of this
Government. The people are calm in spite of it.

1 Scholar and public worker; took leading part in establishing Kashi Vidya-
pith, a national university at Varanasi
2 Vide footnote to "Telegram to Sri Prakasa", on  or after 15-12-1921.
3 Annie  Besant   (1847-1933);   President of   the   Theosophical   Society;
President, Indian National Congress, 1917